COM120 - INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM AND REPORTING

Course Title Introduction to Journalism and reporting
Course Code COM120

Course Type Compulsory

Level BA Journalism

Year / Semester

1 year 1 semester

Teacher's Name

Dr. Costakis Constantinou

ECTS

Lectures / week 3 Laboratories /
week

Course Purpose
and Objectives

This course aims to
Introduce students to the art of Jourrnalism and debate the terms and
limitations of a journalist’s work.

Describe the different journalism genres and explore the challenges of the
constantly evolving world of journalism.

Provide the basics of good journalistic writing;
Focus on developing the skills to think critically about the news.

Learning
Outcomes

to recognize and explain the position and role of journalism as an art
and a profession in the wider political and socio-economic context

To describe the collection process, organize the information they
collect from sources and understand the principles of journalistic
writing

apply the principles of journalism, journalistic writing, organize,
receive and publish interviews.

Ability to evaluate the political, economic and social factors that
influence the content of news and why news affects society.

evaluate events-news according to the agenda of the day and current
news and evaluation of how the topic is written and presented.
suggest topics for media exploration and presentation in the form of
news or other forms of publicity such as interview, report, article,
commentary

Prerequisites

NONE

Required NONE

Course Content

1.What is journalism, history and evolution. Journalism - science - art,
function - profession.

2. Journalism as a fourth power and its relation to other powers.

3. The historical development of journalism internationally and in
Cyprus. A brief historical overview, the first newspapers in Cyprus and
the key stages of the development of journalism and media in Cyprus.




4. Technology-Media-Journalism. Press, electronic media, new
technologies, internet, digital age.

5.The public and the media, public opinion and the role of the media.
6. News, what is news and its elements. Journalistic writing.

7. News, key facts and their evaluation. News headlines and the
technique of creating them.

8. News writing, writing style and writing guide.

9. Interview - its role and importance, types of interviews, interview
technique.

10. News reporting
11. Human Interest Stories,

12. Investigative journalism - the investigative report and its preparation
process.

13. The trends in modern journalism and the mission of the journalist.

Teaching Lectures, seminars, debates , group and individual projects and
Methodology presentations
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Assessment

Methods: Students are assessed with coursework that involves homework
assignments and class participation, a midterm and a final exam. Students are
assessed continuously and their knowledge is checked through tests with their
assessment weight, date and time being set at the beginning of the semester
via the course syllabus. Students are prepared for final exam, by revision on
the matter taught and are trained to be able to deal with time constraints and
revision timetable. The final assessment of the students is formative and
cumulative and is assured to comply with the subject’s expected learning
outcomes and the quality of the course.

Students are assessed on the following:

Knowledge and understanding - 30%
n — depth knowledge and understanding towards the relevant topics of
nterest.

Research and Analytical Skills - 40%

Competence in research methods and ability of evaluating the results. The
bossibility of using them in different ways.

Presentation and Communication - 30%

Able to explain and defend the solutions given by them in a way to transmit

the knowledge achieved beforehand.

IAssessment criteria are available in each written assignment, midterm or in
the final exam.

Weights:
Final Exam 50 %
Midterm exam 30%

Interview 10%
Beat Report 10%

Language

Greek




