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Document: 200.1 

APPLICATION FOR EVALUATION ς ACCREDITATION  

                                   - PROGRAM OF STUDY - 

 

Institution: UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS 

District: NICOSIA 

Name of the Program of Study in Greek: ʃˍˎ˔ʾˇ ̀ ˍʹ˄ ʌˎ˔ˇ˂ˇʴʾʰ 

Name of the Program of Study in English: Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

Department: Department of Psychology 

Faculty: Faculty of Social Sciences and Educational Sciences                                    

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ {ǘŀǘǳǎ όŎƘŜŎƪ Ҟ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΥ 

ü bŜǿ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘȅΥ  ΧΧΧ 

ü Currently operation Program of Study: Ҟ 

¶ Registered but not evaluated  Ҟ 

¶ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ {9Y!t  ΧΧΧ 

¶ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ȅΦvΦ!Φ!Φ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ  ΧΧ 

 

Which of the following applies to the program submitted?  Complete or / and delete accordingly: 

  
a) It operates without evaluation ï accreditation and it had its first graduates in the  Spring semester 
of the academic year 2008/2009. 

 
b) It operates without evaluation ï accreditation and it will have its first graduates in the 
     Winter  / Spring semester of the academic year  
c) It is a new program of study and after its evaluation - accreditation, it is expected to operate in the 

Winter / Spring semester of the academic year 2018/19  
 

 
Program Category όŎƘŜŎƪ Ҟ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΥ 
 
ü Conventional Ҟ 

 
ü 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ΧΧΧ 

 
ü Inter-ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όbŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅκƛŜǎύ  ΧΧΧ 
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APPLICATION SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 
 

For the effective processing of your application, it is confirmed that the following have been 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘκǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ /¸ΦvΦ!Φ! όŎƘŜŎƪ Ҟ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΥ 
 

1. Cover letter  Ҟ 
 

2. Copy of the receipt for the payment of the fees Ҟ   
 

3. Application in English and Greek in print (1 copy) Ҟ 
 

4. Application in English and Greek Ҟ 
in digital form (1CD)   
 

5. tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜ                          ΧΧΧ 
 
6. Submitting of Foundation Year (if it is offered) ΧΧΧ 

 
7. Test for English language competency or set levels on the basis of international 

examiƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ΧΧΧ 
 

8. Submitting of two-year and three-year programs of study in the same discipline and with 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ όƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳύ 
and one-year and two-year if the application concerns the evaluation of a three-year 
program ΧΧΧ  

 
 

 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ όǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ /± ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /±ǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
academic personnel)   
 
Name: Associate Professor George Spanoudis  
 
Signature:  
 
E-mail: spanoud@ucy.ac.cy  
 
Tel:  22892069 
 

Date of Application Submission:   
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This Document is submitted on the basis of Article 17 of Laws 136(ɹ)/2015 to 47 (I)/2016 for 

the evaluation of a program of study 

 

Note the following: 

 

1. The Institution of Higher Education prepares and submits the application, in both Greek and 

English. The application (in five original copies) and cover letter, which should be submitted both 

in print and electronically, must be signed by the chief administrative officer of the institution. 

 

2. The deadline for submitting applications, ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

relevant provisions of the ǘƘŜ άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Establishment and hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ƻƴ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎ [ŀǿǎ ƻŦ нлмр ǘƻ нлмсέ. 

 

3. The institution is responsible to ensure that the application contains all required information 

and that the information is true and accurate. 

 

4. The application must include the following information, as well any other additional 

information pertinent to the Criteria set by the Agency, in relation to programmatic evaluation: 

 

4.1 Name of the Institution 

4.2       Institution or branch of the Institution pertinent to this application  

4.3       Name of the program of study 

4.4  Final higher education qualification awarded 

4.5 Program type (academic / vocational) 

4.6       Duration of studies 

4.7 tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ purpose and objectives 

4.8 Intended learning outcomes 

4.9 tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƭanguage of instruction  
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4.10 Detailed curriculum, including the structure of the program, courses per 

semester and the content of each course analytically (in Greek or in English 

depending on the ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ)  

4.11 Student admission requirements 

4.12 Academic / teaching personnel and their qualifications  

4.13 tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ courses and the academic / teaching personnel teaching each course 

for every year of studies  

4.14 Research activities of the teaching personnel involved in the program and 

synergies between research and teaching 

4.15 Address or addresses of ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ where the program is offered  

4.16 Number and description of classrooms, laboratories, library, equipment and of 

any relevant infrastructure in general 

4.17 Regulations and procedures for quality assurance for the program of study  

4.18   Student welfare mechanisms, for monitoring the sufficiency of student support  

4.19 Feasibility study, which must include, amongst others: 

 - The proposed number of students 

 - GraduateǎΩ employability prospects  

4.20 Tuition and the management of ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ financial resources  

4.21  Administrative structure of ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ programs of study, including the 

program in the proper position (i.e. by indicating the School and the Department 

under which the program will operate, by noting whether the program is inter-

institutional, inter-departmental, etc) 

 

4.22 bŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS DOCUMENT 
 

 
 
1. Since, it is not possible to pre-estimate the necessary space to enter information required, 

interested parties are requested to copy this document on their computers, along with the 

instructions included herewith, allowing the necessary space for every entry. 

 

2. A separate application should be submitted for every program of study.  If the same program 

of study is offered at the main premises of the institution, as well as at a branch of the 

institution, separate applications should be submitted.  

 

3. As this application, when it becomes accepted, will be evaluated by an External Evaluation 

Committee, it should be submitted in five print copies and electronically. 

 

4. Please insert all that ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘŜ άbƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

relevant policy on the particular standard or indicator.  
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ɮΦ twhDw!aΩ{ D9b9w![ twhCL[9     

1. Name of the Institution: 
 
University of Cyprus (UCY). 

2. Institution or branch of the Institution pertinent to this application:  
 
The University of Cyprus is located in Nicosia. 
 

3. Name of program of study (See Specific Instructions):  
 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology  
 

4. Final Higher Education Qualification (See Specific Instructions): 
         
     Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
 

5. Type of the program of study (See Specific Instructions): 
 
This program is Conventional. 
 
This program is Academic.  
 
 

6. Duration of studies (See Specific Instructions): 
 
The official duration of the program is four (4) years, 240 ECTS compulsory. 
The program under evaluation takes advantage of the European ECTS credit system and is 
valued at 240 ECTS. The units are divided into 30 per semester and includes compulsory and 
selective courses. The student has the option to complete the program with or without an 
undergraduate dissertation.  
The ECTS are distributed at 30 per semester for students who follow the compulsory structure 
and include optional research experience within the framework of 2 Research Experience 
Courses and / or Independent Study and / or Optional Research Dissertation. 
 

Comprehensive Table of Requirements ECTS 

1. Compulsory department courses 101 

2. Elective department courses 99 

3. 2 compulsory courses from other departments 10 

4. Electives from other departments 20 

5. Foreign language 10 

TOTAL PROGRAMME REQUIREMENTS 240 
 

 

Note: 
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In order for this application to be valid, a copy of the receipt for the payment of the fees, provided 
by Law ɿ. 136(ɹ)/2015, should be attached to it and it should be submitted within the deadline 
specified by the relevant legislation.  
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ɰ. twhDw!aΩ{ CONTENT 

1. tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΥ 

 

The aim and vision of the Undergraduate Program in Psychology is to provide itsΩ students with that mix 

of knowledge and skills in all areas of theoretical and applied psychology so that after graduation students 

are able to attend any postgraduate program in order to specialize in an area of psychology for post-

graduate studies to practice as a psychologist in accordance with applicable law or to pursue academic 

or research future on the basis of high ethical and ethical criteria, with respect to the relevant laws of the 

Cyprus State and the European Union and based on evidence based practices. The program was created 

on the basis of modern trends in psychological education and the requirements of the science of 

psychology in every area of the (theoretical or applied). The program also emphasizes on the 

development of knowledge and skills that are an excellent foundation for those who are planning a career 

in psychology-related areas (Business Administration, Law, Medicine, Social Work) offering the student 

wider theoretical and research knowledge. The Undergraduate Program emphasizes on the main axes of 

Psychology (Cognitive, Social, Developmental, Biopsychology, Behavioral Research Methodology, Clinical 

and Educational Psychology). 

 

During the first two years students have to complete the compulsory courses. By doing this program 

seeks to provide the student with the necessary theoretical and methodological background of 

psychological knowledge and skills. Based on this knowledge and skills, within the next two years students 

will further develop their knowledge and skills in the basic theoretical and applied directions of 

Psychology. The sum of compulsory courses obliges the student to attend two courses from each basic 

branch of Psychology (Educational, Cognitive, Social, Developmental, Biopsychology, Methodology of 

Behavioral Research and Clinical Psychology) in order to gain a solid and broad knowledge of Psychology. 

The last two years of the Program allow the student to choose courses from one or more areas of 

Psychology by acquiring more specialized knowledge and skills in some areas of Psychology that interest 

them. Furthermore, in the course of the selected courses, during the last two years of the Program, those 

students who wish to acquire further research knowledge and skills have the opportunity to choose the 

subjects of the Research Experience and/or the Independent Study and/or the Research Dissertation. The 

Department, through academic guidance, encourages students to engage in at least one of these forms 

of direct involvement in research and to carry out innovating research work under the supervision of 

faculty members whose scope and extent vary according to the type of the course. Through their research 

activities, students have the opportunity to join research teams of faculty members, to work on research 

projects and to learn both through their own work and through collaboration with other members of the 

research team. 

 

The framework of understanding the multiple and varied applications of Psychology, the contribution of 

the Department to the professional guidance and preparation of the students, as well as to the 

interconnection with the business, is offered to all the compulsory course "Applications of Psychology in 

the Field" on 3rd or 4th year, through which students understand how they could use their degree to find 

a job or to pursue their studies in Psychology or another discipline of science. This course gives them the 

opportunity to engage in volunteer work in a structure or business to gain some work experience.  
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In the context of internationalization and the development of transferable skills, the Department actively 

participates in the ERASMUS program with a large number of collaborating universities in Europe, to 

which many of the undergraduate students participate. An effort is being made to ensure that all students 

are encouraged to participate in the exchange programs through academic counseling and guidance from 

the ERASMUS Program Coordinator. In addition, significant funds are invested in the hospitality of a large 

number of academics from universities abroad who offer lectures and workshops, through which 

students acquire specialized knowledge. 

 

The Department of Psychology also offers the possibility of a Minor Degree in Psychology to students of 

other Departments of the UCY (successful course attendance of a total of 62 ECTS). In particular, by 

successfully attending four compulsory courses (total of 22 ECTS) and at least two courses in each of the 

areas of Educational / Developmental, Cognitive and Clinical / Social Psychology (a total of 40 ECTS), 

students from other Departments of the UCY have the possibility to acquire a general understanding of 

psychology as a science and the professional potential it offers. Similarly, students of the Department of 

Psychology have the possibility to obtain a Minor degree in another area in the UCY if their application 

to the department of interest is accepted. 

2. Intended learning outcomes:  

 

The program aims to help students understand how people behave in various contexts by analysing 

different concepts involved in memory, emotions, language, sensations, perception, decision making, 

cognitive and social-emotional development, learning and mental disorders, the biological base of 

behaviour, social interactions, beliefs, causal attributions and many other concepts and phenomena 

related to the human psyche. 

Since the program is both theoretical and practical, students acquire broad knowledge and specialized 

research skills such as critical thinking, communication skills, research development skills, interpretation 

and understanding of research results, analysing data, and the use of modern technology. 

With the completion of the program, students are expected to have: 

1) Knowledge regarding the content of the main areas of psychology (knowledge of concepts, theories 

and empirical evidence of the main areas of psychology). 

2) Research and methodological skills (knowledge and ability to implement research designs, acquisition 

of analysis skills and interpretation of quantitative data of psychology using statistical parameters, 

graphs and tables, and the use of computers and technology). 

3) Development of creative and critical thinking skills (acquisition skills for the scientific approach to 

solving behavioral and cognitive problems, illustration of critical thinking in the analysis, evaluation and 

interpretation of the data through the scientific psychological literature, ability to formulate and defend 

their own scientific opinion based on the reading, interpretation and synthesis of psychological 

literature, ethical behavior, understanding of the professional context and psychology as a science). 

4) Skills of effective communication (written and / or oral) of research findings or psychological 

literature (abilities to extract the main points and to comprehensively summarize the psychological 
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literature, the ability to transmit psychological knowledge to the general public using the daily 

language). 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΥ ōȅ 

monitoring performance in lessons targeting specific learning objectives and by providing 

questionnaires to the graduates to collect statistical data on student participation in research 

opportunities. 

 

3.  tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ: 

 

This program is taught in Greek. 

4. Detailed curriculum, including the structure of the program, courses per semester, and the content 

ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ όƛƴ DǊŜŜƪ ƻǊ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

instruction (See Specific Instructions): 

 

PROGRAMME  
The undergraduate program in Psychology is a four-year, full-time course requiring the acquirement of 
240 ECTS credits. Students, apart from the choice of a research dissertation, follow a relatively structured 
program with 30 ECTS per semester. 
  
  
  
According to the relevant instructions in this document, the curriculum is described as follows: 
  

¶ The structure of the Undergraduate Psychology program is described in Table 1 below. 

¶ The proposed distribution of compulsory courses per semester is outlined in Table 2 below.  

¶ The full list of compulsory courses and selected courses of the undergraduate program is listed 

in Appendix 1. 

¶ The description of compulsory courses and selected courses in Greek is in Appendix 2. 

In summary, the curriculum includes the following: 
 
1. MANDATORY COURSES (17 Courses, in total 101 ECTS) 
2. SELECTED COURSES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY (99 ECTS) 
3. TWO MANDATORY COURSES FROM OTHER DEPARTMENTS (10 ECTS) 
4. SELECTED COURSES FROM OTHER DEPARTMENTS (20 ECTS) 
5. FOREIGN LANGUAGE (10 ECTS) 
 

 

 

 

5.  Student admission requirements (See Specific Instructions): 
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The undergraduate program of Psychology is consistently one of the most popular programs offered by 
the University of Cyprus. Admission for the majority of the students that enter the program is based on 
the Pancyprian Examinations set by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Cyprus.  
In addition, a limited number of students who take the Pancyprian Examinations and who meet specific 
special criteria set by the Regulations and Rules for Studies and Student Affairs, can claim a position to 
the program (approximately 5 students per year). 
 
Those eligible to participate in the Pancyprian examinations are Cypriot citizens or those with at least 
one parent of Cypriot origin. Prospective students must have graduated from a six-year public or private 
high school which is recognized and registered to the Ministry of Education and Culture and have 
completed the necessary application forms within the time limits set by the Ministry of Education and 
Culture. Additionally, students who are studying in the final year or have graduated from upper 
secondary schools (upper secondary level), operating legally in a foreign country, provided that the 
Leaving Certificate which is acquired or which has already been required, entitles admission to 
respective institutions of higher education of that country. Moreover, EU nationals and third country 
nationals who are studying in the final year or have graduated from a public or private upper secondary 
school (upper secondary level) in Cyprus, recognized and registered by the Ministry of Education and 
Culture, are eligible to participate in the Pancyprian Examinations. 
 
 
Eligibility to claim a position to the University of Cyprus have all candidates who will attend all the 
courses related to each department that they wish to enter. in. For male candidates who secure 
a position at the University of Cyprus and cannot attend due to their service in the National Guard, their 
entry is deferred for the academic year that begins after their release from the National Guard.  
Those students who secure a position at the University of Cyprus must complete a special application 
online form according to instructions issued during notification of results. 
 
 
1. Admission by Special Criteria 
Candidates who take the Pancyprian Examinations and who meet specific special criteria set by the 
Regulations and Rules for Studies and Student Affairs, can claim for a limited number of positions (up to 
14% of the Cypriot applicants). Main requirement for claiming a position is to obtain a certain minimum 
grade at the Pancyprian Examinations (at least 80% of the overall rank of the last admission of the first 
allocation of students). 
 
2. Candidates with Athletic Distinctions and Distinguished in the International Olympiads 
 
High achieving athletes with distinction results as set by the Sports Council, and distinguished 
candidates in the International Olympiads (e.g. Mathematics, Computer Sciences, Biology, chess etc.) 
who have been awarded with the first, second and third medals, may be admitted at the University of 
Cyprus based only on their Lyceum Leaving Certificate, without having to take the entrance 
Examinations, provided that the courses examined at the Pancyprian Examinations fall within the scope 
of the program which they wish to be admitted to. 
 
3. Entrance Examinations by the Ministry of Education in Greece 
A limited number of positions (10% of the total number of admissions) are offered to candidates that 
participate in the entrance examinations set by the Ministry of Education of Greece. The candidates 
must fill in the application form of the University of Cyprus and the positions are offered based on their 
entrance examinations results. These examinations can also be taken by Cypriots residing in Greece. 
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4. Admission by International Examinations 
 
Cypriots belonging to the Religious Groups of the Republic of Cyprus (Armenians, Maronites, Latin), 
Cypriots with dual citizenship, repatriated Cypriots, Cypriots who are permanent residents in other 
countries, children of foreign service officers of Cyprus, Greeks of the Diaspora, EU nationals and non-
EU nationals can claim a limited number of positions (3% of the admitted Cypriot students) based on 
GCSE/GCE, International Baccalaureate or other equivalent examinations. 
 
5. Turkish Cypriots 
Turkish Cypriots who hold a six-year high-school Leaving Certificate or who succeed in special written or 
oral examinations organized by the departments, are eligible for admission to the University of Cyprus. 
 
 
Lastly, a limited number of students (1-3 individuals) can enter the Undergraduate Program in 
Psychology through the Internal / External Transfers procedure and through obtaining a Second Degree 
according to the criteria defined by the Rules of the University of Cyprus and a decision of the Board of 
the Department after the examination of their application. 
  

6. Academic / Teaching Personnel and their qualifications - their biographical notes should be attached 

(See Specific Instructions): 

 

Fofi Constantinidou  

Is a Professor of Language Disorders and Clinical Neuropsychology and Director of Center for Applied 

Neuroscience. She holds a Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati (1995) in the area of speech-language 

pathology with a concentration in clinical cognitive neuroscience and neuropsychology. Professor 

Constantinidou is a certified and licensed Speech-Language pathologist in the USA (ASHA) and Cyprus and 

a Certified Brain Injury Specialist (BIAA). Prior to repatriating in Cyprus, she was Professor of Speech 

Pathology and Audiology at Miami University, Ohio, the USA where she established the Miami University 

Sports Concussion Management Program. Dr. Constantinidou joined the Department of Psychology at 

the University of Cyprus in 2006, and she served as department chair between 2008-2012. In 2008 she 

created the Neuro-Cognitive Research Laboratory at the University of Cyprus (www.cancyprus.org). Since 

2010, she is the founding director of the Center of Applied Neuroscience at the UCY. For over 20 years, 

her research, teaching, and clinical expertise center on acquired neurological disorders and their effects 

on language, learning, memory, executive systems, and categorization. She has published extensively in 

this area and has received several grants (> 9m euros; > 2.5m euros as Coordinator) for her work, 

including funding for clinical trials research for the Categorization Training, an innovative cognitive 

rehabilitation program developed in her lab. Funding sources include the National Institutes of Health 

(USA), the Cyprus Research Promotion Foundation, the European Union, and the industry. Dr. 

Constantinidou is a partner in large EU Horizon networks and is leading the clinical trials arm of the SENSE-

Cog EU funded project in Cyprus. Dr. Constantinidou is a member of various US, European and 
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International organizations and has held several leadership positions. Currently, she is Chair of the 

International Networking Group of the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine and the first 

international member to be elected on the Board of Governors of the same organization.  

Dr. Constantinidou is the 2013 recipient of the Experienced Researcher Award of the Cyprus Research 

Promotion Foundation for her work on the Neurocognitive Study on Aging (NEUROAGE), the first 

longitudinal study on cognitive aging in Cyprus. She is an ASHA and ACRM Fellow and the 2019 recipient 

of the ACRM Distinguished Member. 

 

Georgia Panayiotou 

Is professor of Clinical Psychology and she has been at the Department of Psychology of the University of 

Cyprus since 2001. Dr. Panayiotou graduated in 1991 from New College of the University of South Florida 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅΦ {ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ мффп ŀƴŘ ŀ tƘΦ5Φ 

in 1998 from Purdue University in Indiana, the USA in Clinical Psychology. She completed her clinical 

internship at McLean Hospital of Harvard Medical School. She worked as an assistant professor at 

Mississippi State University before her return to Cyprus. Her research interests are in the domain of 

Emotion and its role in the etiology and maintenance of psychopathology. She studies topics like 

differences in fear reactivity between groups with different pathologies, emotion regulation and coping. 

She directs the Clinical Psychology and Psychophysiology Lab, and she is a founding member of the Center 

for Applied Neuroscience. She is a licensed clinical psychologist in Cyprus. As of May 2016, she is the Chair 

of the Department of Psychology. 

 

Stelios N. Georgiou  

Is a Professor of Educational Psychology and he is a faculty member of the University of Cyprus since 

1992. He studied educational psychology at New Jersey City University (BA, MA) and Boston University 

(Ed. D.). He teaches undergraduate and postgraduate courses 

educational psychology, counseling and family psychology. His main research interests include child 

development in context, home-school relations, parenting, internalizing and externalizing problems 

(including bullying and victimization) in school age and transactional models on interpersonal variables. 

In addition to research and teaching roles, he held administrative titles, including that of the Chairperson 

of the Department of Psychology and that of the Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Sciences of 

Education. He is an active member of several professional Associations (European Society for 

Developmental Psychology, International Council of Psychologists) and Networks (European network for 

psychology learning and teaching ς EUROPLAT, European research network about parents in education ς 

ERNAPE). He has published four teaching books in Greek and 50 

articles in international scientific journals. 
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Athanasios Raftopoulos 

Professor Raftopoulos holds a Ph.D. and received his doctoral degree in 1993 from the Johns Hopkins 

University in the area of Philosophy and History of Science and Cognitive Science. He has studied Physics, 

Philosophy, and Psychology. He joined the faculty in the Department of Educational Sciences of the 

University of Cyprus in 1999 as an assistant professor. He was promoted to associate professor in 2004. 

In 2004, he joined the faculty of the Department of Psychology, and in 2010 he was promoted to full 

professor. He has served as department chair from 2006-2008. He served as a member of the Senate 

from 2006-2008 and 2012-2014. His interests center in the Philosophy of Science, Cognitive Science, 

Philosophy of Perception, and Epistemology. He has published and edited over 125 books, chapters in 

books, papers in top tier journals, and conference proceedings. He continuously presents his work in 

conferences, workshops, and academic institutions, many times in the capacity of invited speaker. He has 

been awarded several scholarships from the European Union, and he is a fellow at the Center of 

Philosophy and History of science at Pittsburgh University. 

 

Irene-Anna Diakidoy 

Is a Professor of Educational Psychology. She has a B.A. in Psychology (the University of Illinois at Chicago), 

M.A. in Educational Psychology (University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign), and a Ph.D. in Educational 

Psychology (University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign) with a specialization in Learning and Cognition. She 

taught at the University of South Dakota as an Assistant Professor before coming to the University of 

Cyprus. Her research interests include comprehension and learning from text, knowledge acquisition, 

conceptual change, informal reasoning, and creativity. Her work of refutation text effectiveness has 

contributed to a theoretical shift in the area of conceptual change and relation to the underlying cognitive 

mechanisms. This work has been published in high impact journals and presented as a keynote address 

at the Conference of the European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction in 2013. Her 

current work connects two separate lines of research: comprehension with informal reasoning and their 

contribution to belief formation/change, learning, and decision making. Irene-Anna Diakidoy has taught 

graduate and undergraduate courses on the Psychology of Learning, the Psychology of Instruction, 

Learning & Cognition, and the Psychology of Reading, and has supervised several doctoral dissertations 

and graduate theses. She has served a term as Head of the Psychology Department (2012-2014), and she 

is a founding member of the academic council of the interdepartmental graduate program in Cognitive 

Systems. She has been a long-standing member of the European Association for Research on Learning 

and Instruction, the International Literacy Association, and the Society for Text and Discourse, and she 

has served on editorial boards of journals and as a reviewer and organizer of national and international 

conferences. At present, she is the Vice-Rector of Academic Affairs at the University of Cyprus. 

 

Timothy C. Papadopoulos 
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Professor Papadopoulos pursued his graduate studies at the University of Alberta, Canada in Educational 

Psychology, where he also worked as Research Associate at the JP Das Developmental Disabilities Centre. 

His research and teaching focus on the study of learning disabilities and their treatment and specifically 

on (a) various optimal and protective factors for specific learning disorders, focusing on development, 

cognitive profiles, and pathology, (b) similar factors for the Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(attention, executive functioning, inhibition, and processing speed) and (c) the development of web-

based cognitive remedial programs. He leads or participates in the consortiums of international projects, 

funded by both international and national agencies from the European Union (Interreg, FP6 for Applied 

Research Projects, FP7 Infrastructure Funds, the COST ELN in which he serves as the National Coordinator 

or Horizon 2020), Canada (Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council-International Opportunities 

Funds) or Cyprus (Research Promotion Foundation). He is also the Project Coordinator of the Neo-PRISM-

C ITN project, also funded by the EU (2019-нлноύΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ пaϵ 

(http://www.neoprismc.org/). He has co-authored 3 books and has published over 80 scientific articles 

and book chapters (see http://store.elsevier.com/Cognition-Intelligence-and-Achievement/isbn-

9780124103887/) for the most recent book by Academic Press). He has served as Vice-Chair (2012-14) 

and Chair (2014-2016) of the Department of Psychology, Member of the Faculty Board of Social Sciences 

and Education (2012-2018), and Member of the University Senate (2014-2016). Timothy Papadopoulos 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ǊƻƳǎǄ όbƻǊǿŀȅύΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ό/ŀƴŀŘŀύΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

of ShŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ ό¦YύΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ WȅǾŅǎƪȅƭŅ όCƛƴƭŀƴŘύΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ǊŜǘŜ όIŜƭƭŀǎύΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 

(Canada), and the Brain Imaging Center of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (Hungary). 

 

Marios Avraamides 

Is a Professor of Cognitive Psychology at the Department of Psychology, University of Cyprus. He obtained 

a BA degree in Psychology from the University of Texas at Austin and graduate degrees in Cognitive 

Psychology (MA and Ph.D.) from the Pennsylvania State University. Prior to his employment at the 

University of Cyprus, he had worked as a postdoctoral scientist at the University of California Santa 

Barbara and the Max-Planck-Institute for Biological Cybernetics. His main research interests focus on the 

study of spatial memory. His research investigates how people encode and maintain in memory 

information about the locations of objects in their environment and how they use such information to 

carry out tasks such as maintaining orientation and navigating to previously seen locations etc. He is an 

elected executive committee member of the European Society for Cognitive Psychology. 

 

Charis Psaltis  

Is an Associate Professor of Social and Developmental Psychology at the Department of Psychology, 

University of Cyprus. He studied at the Pedagogical Academy of Cyprus (Teacher's Diploma, 1993), at the 

University of Cyprus (Degree in Primary Education, 1999), and at the Panteion University, Athens (Degree 
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in Psychology, 2000). He followed graduate studies at the University of Cambridge (MPhil, 2001 and Ph.D., 

2005, in Social and Developmental Psychology). He also worked as a Post-doctoral researcher at the 

Oxford Center for the Study of Intergroup Conflict, Department of Experimental Psychology, University 

of Oxford. He published papers in the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, European Journal of 

Social Psychology, British Journal of Developmental Psychology, Culture & Psychology, Papers on Social 

Representations and Human Development. His book with A. Zapiti, entitled "Interaction, Communication 

and Development: Psychological Development as a Social Process" was published in April 2014 by 

Routledge. ISBN: 0415643872. In May 2015 the book entitled "Social Relations in Human and Societal 

Development" co-edited with Alex Gillespie and Anne-Nelly Perret-Clermont will be published by 

Palgrave Macmillan. In 2014 he was invited and joined the Editorial Board of the British Journal of 

Developmental Psychology and in 2015 Associate Editor of the European Journal of Psychology of 

Education. He is a founding member and president of the Cyprus Association of Social Psychology, 

founder and director of the University of Cyprus Centre for Field Studies and co-founder and co-director 

of the Genetic Social Psychology Lab in the Department of Psychology of the University of Cyprus with 

Dr. Irini Kadianaki. 

 

 

George Spanoudis 

Is an Associate Professor of Psychology at the Department of Psychology, University of Cyprus. He 

received his 4-year Bachelor diploma and an MSc in Developmental Psychology from the Department of 

Psychology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece, and his Ph.D. in Psychology from the University 

of Cyprus. He has been at the Department of Psychology of the University of Cyprus since 2006. His 

research interests include cognitive development, intelligence, and language disorders. In particular, he 

is researching the interaction between basic cognitive mechanisms and higher cognitive abilities, and 

developmental language disorders with an emphasis on the interplay between cognition and atypical 

language development. He currently investigates age-related changes in intelligence and language 

learning disorders using behavioural and event-related potential techniques. He also works on the 

application of statistical models in psychological data and is particularly interested in structural equation 

modeling and multivariate data analysis for discrete or categorical data. Dr. Spanoudis is the co-founder 

of the Psychophysiology lab in the Department of Psychology. 

 

Kostas A. Fantis 

Is an Associate Professor of Developmental Psychology at the University of Cyprus. He received his 

bachelor degree from the University of New Orleans and his master and doctoral degree from Georgia 

State University. He was the principal investigator on multiple grants investigating the development of 

child, adolescent and adult psychopathology, and he has published extensively in clinical, neuro-
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physiological, personality, assessment and developmental journals. His scientific and research interest 

follow the developmental psychopathology perspective. The main focus of his research is the 

development of various types of externalizing problems and psychopathic traits, and how these variables 

relate to contextual, biological or individual factors. He published more than 100 scientific articles, 

chapters, and books.  He received multiple awards, including three early career scientist awards and an 

excellence in statistics award. 

 

Maria Karekla 

Is an Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychology at the Department of Psychology, University of Cyprus. 

{ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά!/¢ IŜŀƭǘƘȅΥ !ƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ 

aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜέ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ŘŜƎree in Clinical Psychology from the University at 

Albany, SUNY. She completed her residency at the University of Mississippi Medical Center and Veterans 

Administration Hospital in the USA. Currently holds the position of Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Psychology at the University of Cyprus and is the chair of the Clinical Psychology Doctorate committee. 

Her research focuses on areas of health promotion and the investigation of individual difference factors 

(especially experiential avoidance) as they relate to the development and maintenance of various 

behavioural difficulties (especially anxiety and health-related problems). Additionally, she examines the 

treatment of these difficulties utilizing Acceptance and Commitment-based principles and innovative 

delivery methods (e.g. Internet delivered therapy, virtual reality). Her research received grants and 

ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ōȅ όŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎύ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ tƻƳǇƛŘƻǳΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Advancement of Behaviour Therapy. She is a member of the Cyprus Psychologist Licensing Board, and 

recently completed her term as the chair of the Cyprus Bioethics Committee on Biomedical Research. 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

Health and a member of the e-health task forces. She is also presently serving as secretary/treasurer of 

the Association for Contextual Behavioral Science. A number of her research projects have received local 

(e.g., Cyprus Research Foundation grants), EU and other funding (e.g., from Fred Hutchinson Cancer 

Center, Washington, USA).  

 

Panayiotis Stavrinides  

Is an Assistant Professor of Developmental Psychology at the Department of Psychology, University of 

Cyprus. He teaches undergraduate and graduate courses, and he supervises several doctoral, master, and 

undergraduate students. Along with his associates, Dr. Stavrinides co-founded the Developmental 

Psychology Lab at the University of Cyprus. He received his Ph.D. in Psychology in 2005 from the 

University of Cyprus. He holds a B.A. in Psychology from St. Francis College in New York City and an M.Sc. 

in Research Methods in Psychology from the University of Reading, the U.K. In 2006 he was a post-

doctoral researcher at Harvard University. His research focuses on two main areas: First, he investigates 
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various forms of aggression in childhood and adolescence. Second, he examines the relationship between 

various types of parent-child interactions and adolescent adjustment difficulties. Dr. Stavrinides 

published a significant number of articles in peer review journals and chapters and collective volumes. 

He has also presented his work in numerous scientific conferences in Europe and the United States.  

 

Irini Kadianaki 

Is an Assistant Professor of Social Psychology at the Department of Psychology, University of Cyprus. She 

received her first degree in Psychology at the University of Athens in 2005. She completed an MPhil (2006) 

and a Ph.D. (2010) degree in Social and Developmental Psychology at the University of Cambridge in the 

UK, with the support of the Alexander Onassis Public Benefit Foundation and Cambridge European Trusts 

(Vergottis Bursary). In her research, she focuses on issues of identity and social representations with an 

empirical focus on groups that are socially excluded (i.e. migrants, LGBT individuals, people diagnosed 

with mental health issues and mental disability).  She has published her research in several peer-reviewed 

journals in the field of social and cultural psychology and she is part of the editorial board of the journal 

ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅέΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ IƻǊƛȊƻƴ нлнл ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

representations of migrants and LGBT individuals in the Greek Cypriot press. Since January 2011, she has 

been working at the Department of Psychology, University of Cyprus. She is supervising undergraduate 

and graduate students in their research projects, theses and PhDs and she is lecturing in undergraduate 

and graduate levels in topics related to sociocultural psychology and qualitative methodology. 

 

 

Michalis Michaelides 

Is an Assistant Professor of Research Methodology at the Department of Psychology at the University of 

Cyprus. He received his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology, Stanford University (2003). He holds an MS in 

Statistics, Stanford University (2002), an MPhil in Educational Research, University of Cambridge (1999) 

and a BA in Education, University of Cyprus (1998). He has worked at the College Board (2003-2005), and 

at the European University Cyprus (2006-2013). He has also taught as an adjunct instructor at New York 

University (2004) and the Open University of Cyprus (2007-2012). His research interests include 

psychometrics, testing and psycho-educational assessment, research methods, and conceptions of 

educational assessment. 

 

Michael Lombardo 

Dr. Lombardo received his BA in Psychology from the University of California, Davis (2004), and his Ph.D. 

in Psychiatry from the University of Cambridge (2010). He continued his post-doctoral research at the 

University of Cambridge and held independent prestigious fellowships from Jesus College, Cambridge and 

the British Academy. Dr. Lombardo joined the Psychology department at the University of Cyprus (UCY) 
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in 2013 as a Lecturer and is a faculty member of the University of Cyprus Center for Applied Neuroscience 

(CAN). At the University of Cyprus, Dr. Lombardo directs the Laboratory for Autism and 

Neurodevelopmental Disorders (LAND) which focuses on understanding early neurodevelopmental 

mechanisms and heterogeneity in individuals diagnosed with autism. 

 

Andria Shimi 

Is a Developmental Cognitive Neuroscientist and a licensed School Psychologist. She holds a BSc degree 

in Psychology from the University of Athens, a 3-year MA degree in School Psychology from the University 

of Cyprus, an MSc in Psychological Research from the University of Oxford, and a Ph.D. in Developmental 

Cognitive Neuroscience from the University of Oxford. Her Ph.D. studies were supported with 

independent scholarships by the Bodossaki and Leventis Foundations. Following her studies, she worked 

as a postdoctoral researcher at the Medical Research Council, Cognition and Brain Sciences Unit at the 

University of Cambridge and the University of Oxford. In addition, during her doctoral and postdoctoral 

years, she worked as a visiting scientist at the Sackler Institute for Developmental Psychobiology, Weil 

Medical College of Cornell University in New York, at the University of Oregon, and the University of 

Edinburgh. In September 2016, she joined the Cyprus Institute of Neurology and Genetics for 2 years as 

ŀ aŀǊƛŜ /ǳǊƛŜ CŜƭƭƻǿΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ aŀǊƛŜ {ƪƱƻŘƻǿǎƪŀ-Curie fellowship funded 

by the European Commission. Since September 2018 she is based at the Department of Psychology at the 

University of Cyprus as a Lecturer in School Psychology. Her research examines attention and memory at 

the behavioural, neural, and genetic level in healthy and clinical populations. 

 

 

Alexandros Lordos  

Is a licensed Clinical Psychologist and a Lecturer in Clinical Psychology at the University of Cyprus. He 

holds a BA in Modern and Medieval Languages from the University of Cambridge, a BA in Psychology from 

the University of Crete, an MA in Counselling Studies from the University of Durham, and a Ph.D. in Clinical 

Psychology from the University of Cyprus. Dr. Lordos is one of the founders of the Centre for Sustainable 

Peace and Democratic Development (SeeD), through which he established research partnerships with 

ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¦bL/9CΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΣ LƴǘŜǊǇŜŀŎŜΣ ¦b5tΣ ŀƴŘ ¦{!L5Ωǎ 

Office for Transition Initiatives. He has served as principal investigator or co-principal investigator in 

research projects across several countries in Europe, Africa and Asia, specifically in Ukraine, Moldova, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Liberia, Rwanda, Iraq, Nepal, Malaysia, East Timor and Cyprus. Dr. Lordos is a former 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ CŜƭƭƻǿ ƻŦ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ tǳblic Health, a Senior 

Associate of the International Peacebuilding Advisory Team, and a Board Member of Resilient Lives 

Foundation. At the University of Cyprus, he is currently in the process of establishing his research lab, the 
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Centre for the Study of Life Skills and Resilience, while he contributes to the teaching and supervision of 

BA, MA and Ph.D. students in the Psychology Department. 

 

Anthi Loutsiou  

Dr. Loutsiou is the Director of Clinical Training for the Masters in School Psychology Program (MSPP). She 

holds a BA in Psychology from the College of William and Mary, USA and a PsyD in Clinical Psychology 

from the University of Denver, USA.  She is an experienced clinician and a fully qualified psychologist in 

Colorado/USA and Cyprus with a EuroPsy certification. In 2014, she successfully initiated and led the 

certification of the MSP program in the department by the International School Psychology Association 

(ISPA). Her research/scholarly interests are informed by the UN Sustainable Development Goals and focus 

on strengthening protective factors in the family, school, and community via empirically validated and 

best psychology practices. She has successfully secured repeated external funding from various 

organizations for her research work.  Dr. Loutsiou values dissemination of scholarly work outside the 

university via community partnership, networking with the psychology community within and outside 

national borders and building bridges of international collaboration. She has served on multiple 

professional key roles (e.g. member of editorial boards and reviewer for international scientific journals, 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ L{t! !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ±ƛŎŜ-President of the Cyprus Psychologists 

Association, former appointed member of the Cyprus tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩ 

National Committee for the EuroPsy certificate, and national representative to the European (EFPA) 

Special Committee on Disasters, Crisis, and Trauma). Dr. Loutsiou is a founding member of the Center for 

Applied Neurosciences and she is also the Convener for the 2020 ISPA Annual Conference.  

 

 

Eleni Karayianni 

Dr Karayianni graduated with a Bachelor of Science Honours degree in Psychology in 2001 from Royal 

Holloway, University of London. She completed her postgraduate studies at Spalding University (USA), 

where she obtained a Master of Arts degree in Clinical Psychology in 2004 and a Doctor of Psychology 

degree (Psy.D.) in Clinical Psychology in 2008. She completed her pre-doctoral internship at Hutchings 

Psychiatric Center, New York State Office of Mental Health and the Forensic Department of the Madison 

County aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ 

Registration Board. Her research activity has received funding by national and international agencies. She 

has been working as Clinical Training Coordinator at the Department of Psychology, the University of 

Cyprus since 2008. Since 2015, she has been acting Director of the University of Cyprus Mental Health 

/ŜƴǘŜǊΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǎƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƴƻst 

recently as President (2015 ς present). Among other activities, she was a member of the Coordinating 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ άм ƛƴ рέ ōŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ƛƴ /ȅǇǊǳǎ όнлмо ς 2016), 
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and as member of the organizing or scientific committees of international conferences that have taken 

place in Cyprus and abroad. At the international level, she is an elected member of the Executive Council 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό9Ct!Σ нлмр ς 2019), and she collaborates with 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 

 

 

The curriculum vitae of all academic staff is provided in Appendix 3. 

 

7. tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Ŏƻurses and the Teaching Personnel teaching each course, for every year of studies (See 

Specific Instructions): 

Based on the instructions in this document, the academic staff who teach in the program are described 
in Tables 3 and 4. According to the procedures of the University of Cyprus, faculty members are entitled 
to one-year sabbatical leave for every 6 years of continuous employment. When a member of the 
academic staff of the program is absent on sabbatical leave or their teaching load is absorbed by the 
teaching needs of other programs, the needs of the Masters in Social and Developmental Psychology 
are covered either by other faculty members of the Department of Psychology or by Visiting Academics 
or by Special Scientists. All Special Scientists are holders of a PhD or are currently undertaking a Ph.D., 
in a specialization of Psychology releǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
supervision and guidance of a faculty member. Visiting Academics or Special Scientists teach up to 3 
courses for each semester and never over 30% of the program for each cohort. 

 

8. Administrative ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 

position (i.e. by indicating the School and Department under which the program operates, by noting 

whether the program is inter-university, inter-departmental etc.) (See Specific Instructions): 

 

 

The Bachelor of Arts in Psychology is under the Department of Psychology, which is part of the School 
of Education and Social Sciences at the University of Cyprus. It is supervised by the Graduate School of 
the University of Cyprus. 

9. Regulations and Procedures for Quality Assurance for the program of study (See Specific Instructions): 
 

The Department of Psychology, in cooperation with its Deputy Rector for Academic Affairs and the 

relevant departments of UCY, has harmonized the Quality Policy of the Undergraduate Studies Program 

with the Quality Policy of the University of Cyprus following faithfully the procedures and the Quality 

Assurance Regulations which it applies the Agency. 

The Department of Psychology has as a systematic mission the training of young scientists in the science 

of psychology, the production of knowledge that contributes significantly to the international 

bibliography of human understanding and the varied contribution to the local society. The purpose of the 

Department is to train high-level scientists by providing students with theoretical knowledge and 

practical skills to help them develop their academic and professional skills and interests and to play a 

leading role in the modern financial and social environment at local, national and international level. 
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The quality strategy of the Undergraduate program studies, in order to achieve the objectives of the 
department, is certified through institutionalized procedures that ensure the continuity, effectiveness 
and evaluation of the relevant actions. In particular, the implementation of the Undergraduate program 
studies is monitored by the Undergraduate program studies Committee set up by the Department of 
Psychology, which operates throughout the academic year and meets regularly, at the invitation of the 
Department's President. The committee examines all aspects of the Undergraduate program studies 
taking into account the colleagues' suggestions on the implementation of the Undergraduate program 
studies. The suggestions of the Undergraduate program studies Committee are being discussed by the 
Board of the Department, which decides modifications to the Undergraduate program studies in a 
special session usually held in May of each academic year. 
 
To facilitate the attendance of the first-year students, a relevant reception ceremony has been 

established at the Department. The details and program of the event are determined by decisions of the 

Council of the Department of Psychology. During the event, first-year students are informed about the 

details of academic life in the Department, the institution of the Professor's Counselor, the services 

provided by the Foundation and the Department etc. 

The attendance at the Department and the monitoring of the Undergraduate program studies are 

governed by the relevant Regulations of the university and the Guide of Studies posted on the 

Department's website at the beginning of the academic year. For more specific procedures, such as 

written examinations of students, the Department has a special Regulation, which is also posted on the 

website to inform all interested parties. 

Members of the Department are actively involved in the international education and training courses in 
Psychology, in the Board of Directors and EFPA Committees and other psychological teaching 
organizations and conferences to be aware of and adapt to international developments. For example, a 
graduate of the undergraduate and postgraduate program of the Department has already obtained the 
EuroPsy certificate and participates in the EuroPsy National Commission, which shows that the program 
corresponds to the content of the basic level of study promoted by EFPA. It is expected that upon 
completion of the evaluation of applications for the EuroPsy certificate in Cyprus, all graduates of the 
program, with the completion of the required postgraduate stage, will be able to obtain this 
recognition. 
 
The presumption of the quality of the program, which is monitored by the Board of the Department, is 

the ability of our graduates to a) find employment in areas related to their studies and b) to accept for 

postgraduate studies in their preference programs in Cyprus and abroad, including some of the most 

competitive in Europe. 

Moreover, there is a special Committee in the Department for the organization of lectures and seminars, 

which suggests to the Assembly that events that complement and enrich the Undergraduate program 

studies. The overall evaluation of these events is included in the Annual Evaluation Reports of the 

Department. 

Goals and Actions 

The strategic objectives of the Department are linked to those of the University and include: 
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¶ Providing high-level education, focusing on student-centered learning, continuous upgrading of 

the Undergraduate program studies through the institutionalized annual review process of the 

MAP, and the updating and standardization of academic functions. 

¶ Produce high level research on the basis of international standards through the promotion of 

research collaborations and the exploitation and dissemination of results for the benefit of 

society. 

¶ Promoting excellence and innovation by reinforcing and rewarding the achievements of 

academic community members in teaching and research. 

¶ Strengthening the extroversion and the international presence of the Department, with emphasis 

on the recognition of the Department at local, national and international level 

¶ Improvement of the connection with the local society, the labor market, the scientific bodies and 

the graduates of the Department. 

¶ Effectiveness of administrative processes and improvement of the infrastructure of the 

Department with emphasis on Student Care and the reduction of bureaucracy. 

These objectives are mainly achieved through the undergraduate program of studies and other activities 

and organized services that are offered for the better preparation of the students, such as the 

organization of conferences and workshops with scientific issues and others. 

Objective of the undergraduate curriculum is to teach the basic subjects related to psychology so that 

students develop skills that will return them to a career in the modern world. 

Regarding the learning outcomes of the undergraduate program of studies, the Department's aim is for 

graduates to have a very good theoretical knowledge of all the main areas of psychology. They also have 

research skills to enable them to apply this theoretical knowledge to empirical problems. Finally, to 

acquire the social skills required to play a leading role in the modern financial and social environment. 

 

10. Research Activities of the teaching personnel involved in the program and synergies between research 

and teaching:  

 

Professor Stelios Georgiou: 

Attribution theory and applications in educational psychology, development in context, parental 

involvement and parenting styles, bullying and victimization. Teaches courses in the role of the family in 

child development and psychology of education. He also supervises graduate research and masters 

theses in his domains of expertise.  

 

Professor Athanasios Raftopoulos: 

The research interests of professor Raftopoulos center around the Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of 

Perception, and Epistemology as they are informed by the empirical research in Cognitive Science and 

Perception. He teaches both at the undergraduate and graduate levels courses in Cognitive Science, 
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Philosophy and History of Science, Theories of Consciousness, Representations, and Deontology of 

Research and Practise in Social Sciences. 

 

Professor Fofi Constantinidou: 

Acquired neurological disorders, traumatic brain injury, aging and dementia, neuropsychological 

assessment and rehabilitation, cognitive rehabilitation, effectiveness and efficacy. She teaches 

undergraduate and graduate courses in language development and language disorders, biological bases 

of human behavior, and neuropsychological assessment and neurorehabilitation covering topics on 

developmental and organic etiologies that language, learning and cognition. She also systematically 

involves students in her research in the context of undergraduate and graduate research, MA and 

doctoral dissertations.  

 

 

Professor Irene-Anna Diakidoy: 

Research interests in Comprehension and Learning from Text, Knowledge Acquisition and Conceptual 

Change, Reasoning and Creativity. She teaches in the courses in educational psychology, learning and 

cognition, the psychology of reading and psychology of instruction in addition to supervising 

undergraduate and graduate theses and doctoral dissertations. She is a founding member of the 

academic council of the interdepartmental graduate program in Cognitive Systems. 

 

Professor Timothy Papadopoulos: 

Research interests in Cognitive Skills Underpinning Reading Development, Reading Difficulties, Dyslexia, 

and Remediation, Cognitive Development and Cognitive Planning, Executive Functions in Children with 

ADHD, Cognitive Remediation of Attention Deficits. He teaches courses in the area of reading and learning 

disabilities, and he regularly involves students of the program in his research in the content of graduate 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎŜǎΦ  

 

Professor Georgia Panayiotou: 

Her interests are in the psychophysiology of Emotion and Cognition, Emotional and Cognitive processes 

in psychopathology, Anxiety and Affective Disorders Emotional processes in antisocial behaviors such a 

risky driving and childhood aggression. She teaches courses in psychopathology, Practicum Seminars and 

Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊ˄ƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ Cognitive Assessment of Children and Adolescents. She regularly 

supervises the research of students in her domains of interest. 

 

Professor Marios Avraamides: 
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Investigates how people encode and maintain in memory information about the locations of objects in 

their environment and how they use such information to carry out tasks such as maintaining orientation 

and navigating to previously seen locations etc. He teaches cognitive and experimental psychology 

courses. He supervises graduate research in these domains.  

 

Associate Professor Charis Psaltis: 

His research interests fall in the areas of Social interaction, learning and cognitive development, 

cooperative learning, Genetic social psychology, social representations of gender, intergroup contact and 

intergroup relations, intercultural education and integrated schools, development of national identities 

and history teaching and collective memory. In the last years, he is developing a Genetic Social 

Psychological framework for the study of microgenesis, ontogenesis and sociogenesis of cognitive 

development and prejudice. He has studied extensively the social psychological aspects of 

intercommunal relations between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots in Cyprus. He teaches courses in 

social development, and he frequently involves students in research projects of his own and projects of 

the Center for Field Research which he supervises.  

 

Associate Professor George Spanoudis: 

His research interests include cognitive development, intelligence, and language disorders. In particular, 

he is researching the interaction between basic cognitive mechanisms and higher cognitive abilities, and 

developmental language disorders with an emphasis on the interplay between cognition and atypical 

language development. He currently investigates age-related changes in intelligence and language 

learning disorders using behavioural and event-related potential techniques. He also works on the 

application of statistical models in psychological data. He teaches courses in Psychology of Individual 

Differences, Intelligence, Cognitive Development and Research Methodology. He supervises graduate 

research in the area of individual differences in intelligence and language learning disorders. 

 

Associate Professor Kostas A. Fanti: 

Yƻǎǘŀǎ CŀƴǘƛΩǎ ƛnterests are in Developmental Psychopathology and Transactional-Ecological Models of 

Development. His research focuses on the development of various types of externalizing problems 

(bullying, proactive/reactive aggression, conduct disorder, oppositional defiant disorder, delinquency) 

and co-occurrence with internalizing problems and psychopathic personality traits (callous-unemotional 

traits, narcissism, impulsivity). He investigates how neuro-physiological, cognitive, individual, and 

environmental etiological processes increase the risk for the development of externalizing 

psychopathology. Further, his work aims at identifying developmental processes of child and adolescent 

protection and resilience and he applies this information to the development of prevention and 
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intervention programs. He teaches courses in developmental psychopathology and antisocial behavior. 

He often supervises graduate students in the program. 

 

Assistant Professor Maria Karekla: 

Maria Kareklas' research focuses on areas of health promotion and the investigation of individual 

difference factors (especially experiential avoidance) as they relate to the development and maintenance 

of various behavioural difficulties (especially anxiety and health-related problems). Additionally, she 

examines the treatment of these difficulties utilizing Acceptance and Commitment-based principles and 

innovative delivery methods (e.g. Internet delivered therapy, virtual reality). Her research received grants 

and awards by (among others) the European Council ŀƴŘ tƻƳǇƛŘƻǳΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Advancement of Behavior Therapy.  

 

Assistant Professor Panayiotis Stavrinides: 

His research focuses on two main areas: First, he investigates various forms of childhood and adolescent 

aggression such as bullying, reactive and proactive aggression. Second, he examines the relationship 

between various types of parent-child interactions and adolescent adjustment difficulties (i.e. substance 

use and delinquency). He teaches courses in child and adolescent development and methodology, and 

he regularly supervises School Psychology Masters theses.  

 

Assistant Professor Irini Kadianaki: 

Research interests in identity and social representations of groups that are frequent targets of social 

exclusion and discrimination (e.g. migrants, LGBT, people diagnosed with mental disorders). She teaches 

courses in social aspects of development and qualitative methods and often supervises graduate research 

and masters theses of students in the program. 

 

Assistant Professor Michalis Michaelides: 

His research interests include psychometrics, testing and psycho-educational assessment, research 

methods, and conceptions of educational assessment. He teaches courses in research methodology and 

data analysis in the behavioral sciences. He often serves on dissertation committees for students in the 

School Psychology program. 

 

Assistant Professor Michael Lombardo: 

5ǊΦ [ƻƳōŀǊŘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƳǳƭǘƛŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǘŜǊƻƎŜƴŜƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

neurodevelopment in autism and neurodevelopmental disorders. Dr. Lombardo teaches courses in 

autism and neurodevelopmental disorders, cognitive neuroscience, neuropsychology, statistics, and 

research methods and supervises research conducted by undergraduate, graduate students and post-
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docs. Research keywords: Autism, neurodevelopmental disorders, data science, precision medicine, 

computational psychiatry, prenatal development, social and affective neuroscience, social cognition, 

emotion, mentalizing, theory of mind, empathy, sex/gender, brain development, steroid hormones, 

genomics, transcriptomics, network science, bioinformatics.  

 

Lecturer Andria Shimi: 

5ǊΦ {ƘƛƳƛΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǳǊƻŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

memory in both typical and atypical populations. In particular, she is interested in how attention develops 

across the lifespan, how attentional mechanisms function in the brain and how attentional deficits affect 

other cognitive processes such as working memory and learning in various clinical populations (e.g., 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). In her research, she uses an interdisciplinary approach that 

combines behavioral measures with neuroscience techniques (primarily EEG/ERP) and genetic 

methodology. 

 

Lecturer Alexandros Lordos: 

Dr. Lordos is interested in investigating how the acquisition of life skills can contribute to mental health, 

employability and constructive citizenship outcomes, as well as in strengthening resilience against micro-

systemic and macro-systemic adversities. Research questions he is currently focusing on include the 

following: How do specific life skills (e.g. mindfulness; distress tolerance; intellectual humility; creativity; 

future orientation; growth mindset; communication; leadership; tolerance of diversity) map out to 

distinct outcomes, as described above. How can we more robustly assess life skills, through self-report, 

projective, and task-based measurement modalities? And finally, how can life skills be nurtured, taught, 

mentored, activated, socially learnt, actively learnt or otherwise acquired in various everyday contexts 

such as the family, education establishments, the workplace, or through culture and sports, as well as in 

more challenging and crisis-associated contexts such as conflict-affected countries, humanitarian 

emergencies, radicalized social groups, high-risk youth populations, mental health clinics, rehabilitation 

centers, and correctional facilities? In the longer term, he hopes to apply such knowledge for the 

development of integrated assessment-to-intervention systems that can be flexibly deployed to 

effectively meet population needs for life skills and resilience. 

 

For more information, please see Annex 3 

11.  Feasibility study which must, include, amongst others: 

To date no feasibility study was carried out. However, based on a pre-feasibility study conducted in the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Center for Field Studies of the UCY, 100% of our graduates are currently 
employed in areas related to Psychology.  Our graduates are employed as faculty members at Research 
Centres in Cyprus or abroad, in Ministries, governmental and non-governmental agencies, while others 
are employed as scientific associates in research programs or post-doctoral research programs at 
academic institutes in Cyprus or abroad. Additionally, graduates of the program who have already 




