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Higher Education
Institution’s
response

e Higher education institution:
UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS
e Town: NICOSIA

e Program of study (Name, ECTS, duration, cycle)

In Greek: AIAAKTOPIKO £TIZ EYPQIMAIKES SMOYAES
(MM, 3 xpovia)

In English: Ph.D. IN EUROPEAN STUDIES
(240 ECTS, 3 years)

Languages of instruction: English
e Program’s status

New program:
Currently operating: v

KYTMPIAKH AHMOKPATIA

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
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' The present document has been prepared within the framework of the authority and
competencies of the Cyprus Agency of Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher
Education, according to the provisions of the “Quality Assurance and Accreditation
of Higher Education and the Establishment and Operation of an Agency on Related
Matters Laws of 2015 and 2016” [N. 136 (1)/2015 and N. 47(1)/2016].

A. Guidelines on content and structure of the report

e The Higher Education Institution based on the External Evaluation Committee’s
evaluation report (Doc.300.1.1) must justify whether actions have been taken in improving
the quality of the program of study in each assessment area.

1. Study program and study program’s design and development
(ESG 1.1, 1.2, 1.8, 1.9)

Evaluation Committee Remark/Recommendation
(p- 7, § 2 b) The Committee hopes the international dimension will become more important
(...) through invitations of professors who could give lectures.

Response of the Department of French and European Studies

Following the EEC’s recommendation, the Departmental Board at its 5/2018-2019 meeting
of the Departmental Council on 13 May 2019 has unanimously decided to include in its
requests for the 2020-2022 budget two short-term visiting professors of recognised academic
standing per year for the years 2020-2022, in order to enhance the international dimension
of its doctoral programme.

304A XopnyYmoynoAkad&EmoxkKabnyZoviAr Kpaniki Xopnyia 1.700,00 :f:'{g‘;“(’]’;,{':“’;ff’{‘:‘fgoﬂomw
304B IE-XOp’]‘{YTTOWF]CPAKQC—)&ET"UKKGQF]YZo‘f16!0 ‘Ecoda (OVTOT[]TGQ) 2'303600 £101NPI0 OIKOVOIKITS BEon]
# . 2 Kai £é08a yiera ¢ amo
304C AE-XopnyYmowneAxkad&EmokKabnyZi 16i1a ‘Eaoda (Mehav A Tn¢ 5 ,fpo; S Siropitaey?
304D KIE-XopnyYmoyneAxkad&EmokKabnyZl Kevipika 161a ‘Ecoda MK 0,00 EHioNCumes Axolmirals
~ ovropns Aiapxeiag

Evaluation Committee Remark/Recommendation
(p. 8, § 4 b) The administrative staff should be composed of two secretaries as before.

Response of the Department of French and European Studies
For the administrative staff recruitment, the Chairpersons of the Department have repeatedly
asked for a second secretary, since the handling of six diplomas calls for an increased
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administrative support. Following the Evaluation Committee’s recommendation, the last
request is hereunder appended.

[Tavermornuo Karpou

IRUR o

EIQTEPIKO THMEIQMA

neosx: Nputaviké ZuppovAto

ANO: Kabnynui MNdven H. lwavwou_
fMipoebpo Tufuatog Fal\@mﬁﬁﬁupmnuikmv Inoudwy

MEZQ: Avarinpwipta Kabnyrtpia A\l'é‘u'muicx NixoAomovAou
Kooprtapa IxoArg AvOpwriotikwy Eriotnuaov

OEMA: Kotavoun oto Tpipa NEX
AP. DAK.: MNK/TEZ 6.2.1.4

HMEP.: 12 Anpiklou 2019

Ty npdodaty afloAoynaon twy npoypappdtwy tou Tpipatog, n Enapond eanysital my
npokrpuén puag BEéong pe e1dikevon otig Eupwnaikég Inoudéq. Eniong emonpaivel Ty anouaoia
HEAoug AEM tou Turpatog mou va Sibaoket — guviovilel v kartevBuvon Twv FEppavikwy ota
rm\aicia Tou mreuyiou Ziyxpovwy Mwoowy kat Eupwnaixwv Znoubwy.

Ewnyeitat eniong v xatavoprn pag ypappatéws gte Tprfpa, SeSopévou ot pe v
cuvtagodotnon g AvdpoUAag KoudaAhiSou to 2015, anrépewvg povo pa ypadéag aoplotou
Xpévou evi to Turua urnpetet Suo nruxla, Svo pdotep kat Sva Sibaxtapikd npoypappara.
Mapakadw, oTnv endpevn katavour Eécewv AEM va anoboBouv Vo Béoel ato Tuua.

NapakaAw eniong va §oBei akdpa pia MNpapparéas.

Euxaptotw.

/ya

A —

Evaluation Committee Remark/Recommendation

(p- 12, § 1.1.1) The Committee noted that “The student requirements to the program of
study, are based on specific regulations which are adhered to in a consistent manner” were
“Not available (NA)”.

Response of the Department of French and European Studies

The Department signals that both requirements and regulations were appended in the
Submission File, Annex 1 (p. 34) and Annex 8 (p. 63) respectively.
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Evaluation Committee Remark/Recommendation

(p. 6, Findings § 1). Surprisingly, there is no teaching during the Ph.D except a
methodological course which is not compulsory and which is primarily proposed to the first
year students.

Given the current international state of the Academia, the committee strongly advises to
organize the following skills trainings:

1. “How to get funded” given that nowadays research heavily depends on funding
2. “Data management”, which is more and more expected by funding instances.
3. We strongly advise the University to come up with guideline for academic integrity,

especially also to guarantee the privacy of persons interviewed and of those who
participate to psychological and socio-psychological interviews.

4. The committee is conscious that the teaching professors are not trained to give these
courses and advises the University to attract specialists in this field and to set up a
University committee on academic integrity.

Response of the Department of French and European Studies
Also see below, under Response to B. Conclusions and final remarks

1. Not all Ph.D. Programs of the University of Cyprus offer courses, nor does the Graduate
School.

2. Because of the multidisciplinary nature of the Ph.D. in European Studies, compulsory
courses could not be tailored to fit all students. However, acutely aware of the need to
offer specialised courses to its Ph.D. students, during the past years, the Department did
adopt the following steps in order to meet this issue on a case-by-case basis:

e All successful candidates to the Program who cannot demonstrate a specific research
methodology training are required to enrol to the advanced Research Methodology
course, which has been designed for MA I, MA Il and Ph.D. students (as an

illustration, see appended excerpt of a relevant document below, rMpakriké Suvedpiaong
Emrpomic Merarmruxiakwy [Npoypaupdaiwy, 29 Mdiou 2018 pe Oéua v Eiodoxri oro AISaKTopIKG
TPOYpauua Eupwaikwv ZToudwv).

¢ In the same spirit, all successful candidates to the Program are required to enrol to three
of the six MA in European Studies courses that relate best to their subject. (As an

illustration, see appended excerpt of a relevant document below, rMpaxriké Zuvedpiaong
Emipomic Merarmruxiakwy [Npoypauudrwy, 29 Mdiou 2018 pe Oéua v Eiodoxri oto AISaKTopiko
Tpoypauua Eupwimdikwv SToudwv).
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‘Exovtag ouvektiuioel OAeg T wg avw mpolmoBéoetg, n Emtpornyy anoddoloe
opodwva ott

1. Hka _ ylvetat ekt oto ASaktopiko Mpdypappa otig
Eupwnaikég Znoubég e tov e€1¢ 6po:
e va eyypadel -kabBOoAn tnv Stapkela TwV SLEAKTOPLKWY OTIOUSWY- OE CUVOALKQ
3 pabipara twv mpoypappdtwv Mdaotep (katémv unébelfng Tou
egpeuvniikoU oupPfoUlou) Tou TurRuato¢ FoAAKWY Kot  Eupwraikwv
Inoudwv, ta onoia propel eite va napakoAouBriosl eni témou eite, edv
epyaletal, va Slekmepawbost oe popdr avefaptntng pehéTng mavra ot
CUVEWONON KE TOV KABNYNTr/KaBnynTpLa Twv CUYKEKPLUEVWY LaBnUAETwY.

2. O kog _I yivetat Sektog oto Adaktopikd Mpdypappa otg

Eupwnaikég Inoudéq pe Toug ££€1¢ Opoug:

e Eneld 10 mpookouloBév MAOTEp EUMUTTEL WEPIKWG OTIC OVOPWITLOTIKEC
/kowwvikég omoudig va eyypadel -kaBoAn v Slapkela Twy SL8aKTopikwv
omouSwv- o€ GUVOAIKA 3 cuvoAlkd pabhipata tou Mdaotep ot Eupwralkés
Imoudég, ta onola pnopel eite va mapakoAouBricel eni tomou eite, €dv
epyaletay, va Sieknepaiwoel o popdn avefaptnng HeAétng og ouvevwonon
Ue Tov KaBnynti/kabnyfitpLa.

e va eyypadel eniong oto npontuxlakd pabnpa 4ouv £touc Kat avw FEZ 370
MeBoSoloyia tng Epeuvag (eapwvo €€dunvo) tou TuApuatog MoAAKWV Kat
Eupwnaikwv Inoudwv To onolo pnopel eite va mapakoioudriocet eni té6mou
eite, edv epydletal, va Sieknepawwoel ae popdr avefaptnng HeAETNG O
guvewonon pe tov kadnynti/kadnyntpla.

The Department considers that these two steps did compensate the apparent absence of
courses in the Program.

Following the Evaluation Committee recommendation, however, the Departmental Board at
its 5/2018-2019 meeting of the Departmental Council on 13 May 2019 has unanimously
decided to transform this case-by-case scheme into a mandatory regime, under which
all PhD students, in addition to the registration to the Research Methodology course, are to
choose, under the guidance of their Supervisor, three more graduate courses that relate best
to their subject, from a list of six courses.

As to the skills trainings, the Department agrees with the Committee in that “the teaching
professors are not trained to give these courses’.

The Department also observes that most of the suggested courses are already offered by the
Centre for Entrepreneurship and the Centre for Teaching and Learning of the University
of Cyprus (https://www.c4e.org.cy/ and KEDIMA, http://ucy.ac.cy/ctl/en/ respectively) to both
students and teaching staff (see point 4.2.7 of the ECR).

Finally, as to the University Committee on Academic Integrity, which is not to be decided or
drafted at Departmental level, and although there are various codes of ethics such as
(http://ucy.ac.cy/legislation/volumea/7.html, and http://ucy.ac.cy/legislation/volumea/7.2.htm), the
University of Cyprus has already appointed a Committee lead by the Vice-Rector of Academic
Affairs for the purpose of drafting a comprehensive code of academic ethics.
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Following the Evaluation Committee recommendation, the Departmental Board at its 5/2018-
2019 meeting of the Departmental Council on 13 May 2019 has unanimously decided to
encourage its PhD students to register at the courses offered by the Centre for Teaching and
Learning of the University of Cyprus that cover the above-mentioned skills-trainings.

Finally, as to the University Committee on Academic Integrity, it is not to be decided or drafted
at Departmental level. Although there are already various codes of ethics in force such as
(http://ucy.ac.cy/legislation/volumea/7.html, and http://ucy.ac.cy/legislation/volumea/7.2.htm), the
University of Cyprus has recently appointed a Committee lead by the Vice-Rector of
Academic Affairs for the purpose of drafting a comprehensive code of academic ethics.

Evaluation Committee Remark/Recommendation

(p- 7). The PhD program in European Studies provides students with scientific expertise in
matters related to both the critical study of Europe today (its institutional frame and policies)
and to the cultural studies of the European space largo sensu. The program trains students
for research and research methodology in compliance with the current requirements of
academic knowledge.

(p. 21 § 2.5.4). The academic profile of the program of study is compatible with
corresponding programs of study internationally.

(p. 21 § 2.6.3 and p.8 § 2). Benefits, for the society, deriving from the program are
significant.

Some of the Ph.D students collaborate with the CONTACT program helping to prevent the
expansion of hate speech, which is of course highly relevant for society.

Response of the Department of French and European Studies

The Department of French and European Studies highly values the Evaluation Committee’s
recommendations and appreciation. It has taken all necessary measures and decisions to
meet its recommendations and reaffirms its commitment to ensure high academic quality in
the current international requirements of a European Studies PhD program.

C. Higher Education Institution academic representatives

N,ame Position _Signature)
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Date: 21 May 2019





