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Nicosia, 12/04/2019

To: The Cyprus Agency for Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Education (CYQAA)

Subject: Response to the External Evaluation Report for the new Program of Study —
Master’s in Digital Cultural Heritage

Dear CYQAA council members,

Below please find our response to the report of the External Evaluation Committee for the
referenced Master’s Program in Digital Cultural Heritage, prepared upon their on-site visit to
The Cyprus Institute on the 10" of January 2019. We would like to thank the Committee for
their constructive comments and suggestions that greatly helped us to improve the Program.
All the points of the report that warranted attention are presented below followed by our
response.

Yours sincerely,

Costas N. Papanicolas

President of The Cyprus Institute



1. EFFECTIVENESS OF TEACHING WORK- AVAILABLE RESOURCES

1.1.1 The student admission requirements to the Program of study, are based on specific
regulations which are adhered to in a consistent manner.

Critique: The Program is explicitly very broad in scope and hence in intake (background of
candidates). However, the requirement for very high achievement at the level of whatever
qualification was explicit in the meetings is not clearly indicated in the documents. This is also
important for clarity of rejection. Is high achievement in a science degree equally valuable to
high achievement in an arts degree?

Response: All candidates are evaluated by the Admissions Committee on a case-by-case
basis considering, in addition to grades in previous degrees, a strong CV showing experience,
engagement and activities in the subject area, English language certificates and strong
letters of support. As this is a truly interdisciplinary program, admission criteria are defined
on the basis of equal opportunities for all applicants regardless of their academic
background and related field of specialization.

1.1.3.4 The procedures for the fulfillment of undergraduate and postgraduate assignments
/ practical training.

Critique: Although the Course Handbook provides examples of assignments they are missing
details such as word count. Some types of assignment are not included in the examples e.g. a
placement. Examples of and links between learning objectives, assignment criteria and
generic grading criteria are not provided.

Response: The Course Handbooks have been updated in order to provide the required
information (see page 4 of DCH 401 and page 5 of DCH 402). Overall the strategy for linking
learning objectives and students’ evaluations are based on the Bloom’s taxonomy of
educational objectives (Bloom, B., 1956. A taxonomy of cognitive objectives. New York:
McKay), which identifies knowledge-based goals (theoretical and methodological
knowledge), skills-based goals (how-to and applied knowledge) and affective goals (values,
attitudes, and interests).

Examples of linking between learning objectives and assessments criteria of DCH 402 are
shown below:

Learning objective Examples of Assessments

Build a scientific inquiry based on digital | Final exam essay (max. 300 words): Evaluate the

technologies. soundness of the chosen digital technology and
its suitability to solve the inquired research
question.

Assess most adequate digital approach | Final exam essay (max. 300 words): Assess, based
to solve a given archaeological research | on a digital approach, an archaeological research
question. hypothesis.

Conduct SWOT analysis before choosing | Assignment essay (max. 500 words): Based on
the digital strategy for solving an your chosen thesis subject, describe the research


















