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Main points

e- learning / ICT base learning / digital learning ïin 
higher education

VPotential for enhancing learning & teaching in HE

Vsome examples

consequences for HEI and its members 

QA
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E-learning in HE?

ñeò hype end 90ôs: end of brick and motar 
universities

Until recently: little attention to e - learning by at 
conventional universities:

VSome departments, individual champions 

VLittle attention by institutional QA

More important for open/ distance universities

QA approaches for ñelearningò developed by the 
e- learning community (EFQUEL, EADTU)
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2012 - MOOC catalyst 

2012 arrival of MOOCs

US: ñavalancheò, ñtsunamiò, ñend of degreesò 

V game changer: affordable quality education for all

V more quality & quantity at lower cost (economic crisis)

V democratisation of learning

Vña new business modelò: HE as a global enterprise

Reactions: 

VMOOCs controversial, but more interest than concern

Vbroad consensus on importance of ICT based learning

VGrowing attention to learning & teaching in HE
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ICT based learning: enhanced institutional take up

top priority for institutions ï2nd to internationalisation 

e- learning strategies: 71% have or develop it

60 -75% offer blended and on - line learning 

Continued interest in MOOCs

New staff profiles: vice -president information, data 
management etc. 

capacities & infrastructure: 40% have  e - learning centers -
upgraded, new functions?

Quality assurance for e - learning emerging

V Internal QA: 29% have it ï35% discuss it

VExternal QA: 23% have it ï28% discuss it

Source: E- learning in European HEI 2013, 250 institutions

TRENDS 2015, 450 institutions é5é



Institutional motivation for e -learning

Flexible learning

Increase effectiveness of classroom time 

More learning opportunities for students on & 
off campus

MOOCs: international visibility & recruitment 

Source: E- learning in European HEI 2013, TRENDS 2015
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Benefits of e -learning
Postive

Revision of teaching 
methods

Monitoring learning 
progress

Educating large 
numbers students

But: flipped 
classroom?
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How it is used: some examples

replacing lectures by recordings ïor online modules

replacing courses by online courses

full online degree courses

modulised study offer (with option to accumulate into 
a master ïcontinued professional development)

guided self -study modules ïusing classroom for 
teacher / peer interaction (flipped classroom)

online/blended peer study groups

online examinations

virtual labs ïstudent research projects
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Ability to scale up - teaching to many? 

University of 
Applied Sciences 
Brandenburg

3000 Students

MOOC on 
Storytelling

30.000 learners
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òHistory of Thucydidesó

philological, historical, social aspects

International Consortium: USA, Brazil, France, 
Germany, Croatia, Bulgaria, Georgia

8 Universities and 1 Research Center 

3 hours per week (2 hours by local lecturers - 1 hour 
online by lecturer from a partner institution);

GoogleHangout; physical and virtual (skype, social 
media) working groups

5 ECTS, 45 contact hours, 80 hours independent work

Courtesy to Irine Darchia, TSU/MES, Georgia

http ://www.dh.uni - leipzig.de/wo/wokshops -seminars/sunoikisis -dc-2015 /

http://www.dh.uni-leipzig.de/wo/wokshops-seminars/sunoikisis-dc-2015/


Massachusetts Institute of Technology: 

V2 year Master 

V1 year MOOC learning ïfree online programme

V1 year fee - based study at MIT



Multiple choices for media use & learning design 

web-based - computer -based;  

video/audio tape

movie clip, reading, game

online - blended

synchronous - asynchronous 

Instructor - led - self -study 

Peer contact/ collaboration

Interactive, adaptive

programmed ïself -paced

Different learning situations
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Challenges: identity check, assessments

communication situation

use of internet ïother 
means?

Reliability of technical 
devise

Control  

Vproctored exam

Vvideo - recording

VFace and typing recognition

VLegal, technical, and 
pedagogical aspects 
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How can e -learning improve learning?

Student centred - learning - diverse student body
V students can learn on own pace, independant from place & time, 

repeat , learn at their own interest

V different learning needs, styles and fill knowledge gaps

V mass higher education, working/ parent students, continued 
professional development

Educational approach

�‡ flipped classroom: listen to lectures at home, work through 
learning materials ïdiscuss and collaborate in classroom

�‡ active learning ïbetter chance to active participation

�‡ connected learning: working with others

�‡ Virtual mobility/ collaboration 

Real- life/ application

V medicine: visualisation, trial surgery

V geography: use of smartphones: compass, altometer, mapping 
etc.
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